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GRASSLAND RESTORATION NETWORK 2019 WORKSHOP – TOUR DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Day 1 
Aldo Leopold Foundation 
The Aldo Leopold Foundation was established in 1982 by Leopold’s wife Estella and their five children. 
The Foundation is committed to historic preservation, community education, cultivating conservation 
leadership, and stewarding over 600 acres of prairies, oak savannas, and forests along the Wisconsin 
River in one of central Wisconsin’s sand counties. The Foundation also partners with neighbors to 
manage the Leopold-Pine Island Important Bird Area, a 16,000-acre preserve for rare birds. This tour’s 
sites include prairie plantings that experimented with different seeding rates (we’ll see the visible 
differences after 18 years) and a large floodplain savanna restoration project that has used a variety of 
management techniques including commercial harvesting, forestry mowing, herbicide, and prescribed 
fire.  
 
 
Faville Grove Sanctuary 
Established in 1997, Madison Audubon's Faville Grove Sanctuary represents the latest chapter in a 
storied history, from indigenous encampments along the bountiful banks of the Crawfish River to Aldo 
Leopold’s fieldwork in wildlife management in the 1930s and ’40s. The Sanctuary encompasses diverse 
habitats, including floodplain prairies, quartzite glades, oak savannas, dry-mesic prairies, sedge meadow, 
and oak woodlands. Site visits will include: 75 acres with a flood plain wet/wet-mesic restoration (2003) 
and an adjacent upland mesic/dry mesic (2004) with savanna/quartzite outcrops between them; and a 
roughly 150-acre Wetland Reserve Program restoration with mixed (dry-mesic/mesic/wet-mesic) 
habitats including 11 wildlife scrapes, planted in 2012, 2014, and 2015.  
 
 
Military Ridge Prairie Heritage Area 
The Military Ridge Prairie Heritage Area is a 95,000-acre grassland landscape about 30 miles southwest 
of Madison. This tour will include a brief stop at The Nature Conservancy’s 500-acre Thomson Memorial 
Prairie Preserve, then a more extensive stay at The Prairie Enthusiast’s 570-acre Mounds View Grassland 
Preserve to see a variety of restoration methods and trials used over many years, with the oldest being 
an interseeding into brome that is now 20 years of age. 
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Day 2 
Goose Pond Sanctuary and Arlington Agricultural Research Station 
Beginning with a 60-acre purchase in 1968, Madison Audubon Society’s Goose Pond Sanctuary is now a 
660-acre property containing over 400 acres of restored grassland and over 60 acres of restored 
wetland. Over the last 50 years, restoration has resulted in the establishment of several populations of 
threatened and endangered plant and grassland bird species. This tour will explore several areas of 
restored grasslands and allow for discussion of successes, challenges, and future directions for the next 
50 years.   
 
The Wisconsin Integrated Cropping Systems Trial (WICST) is a 30-year experiment comparing ecosystem 
services in cash-grain, dairy forage, and grassland cropping systems. We will focus discussion on yield, 
composition, profitability, and soil carbon responses in grazed non-native cool-season pastures and 
restored warm-season prairies under burning, grazing, and biomass for bioenergy harvest. WICST is a 
critical part of our recently funded USDA project, Grassland 2.0. Its goal is to develop an agroecological 
transformation plan for converting upper Midwestern agriculture from grain-based to grassland-based 
livestock and energy production in an effort to restore critical ecosystem services provided by the 
former tallgrass prairie. 
 
 
Holy Wisdom Monastery and Walking Iron County Park 
Holy Wisdom Monastery is an ecumenical community rooted in Benedictine values. For those living on 
site, environmental stewardship is central to their way of life. The monastery grounds consist of 130 
acres of restored prairies, woodlands, gardens, orchards, and trails. This tour will visit about five 
different prairie plantings that have experienced varying degrees of success, and we will discuss their 
histories, methods of establishment, and species compositions. 
 
There are over 10,000 acres of grasslands, savannas, oak woodlands, and wetlands in the Dane County 
Park system. At the 288-acre Walking Iron County Park, recent efforts have included timber harvesting, 
prescribed burning, brush removal, and weed control to restore grassland and oak savanna around a 
high-quality sand prairie remnant. This tour will highlight the successes of the project and challenges 
encountered along the way.   
 
 
Curtis and Greene Prairies 
The UW–Madison Arboretum’s 70-acre Curtis Prairie is often regarded as the world’s oldest restored 
prairie. With restoration efforts commencing in 1935 with help from the Civilian Conservation Corps, 
Curtis Prairie’s rich history has been shaped by surrounding land-use change, an influx of disturbances, 
scientific research, and the restoration process itself, among many other things. This tour will explore 
the different sub-units of the prairie, discuss the various experimental methods used to get it started, 
and examine its successes (and failures) after almost 85 years of restoration.  
 
From 1943–51, UW–Madison botanist Henry Greene virtually single-handedly planted 12,000 seedlings 
and countless seeds of over 130 species to create the 40-acre prairie that would eventually bear his 
name. Currently boasting over 220 species, the Arboretum’s Greene Prairie is among the highest-quality 
prairie restorations anywhere. This tour will view the most diverse portions of the prairie, areas where 
diversity has been lost, and ongoing prairie and oak savanna restoration projects in adjacent units. 
 
 


