Stormwater Management

SEASONAL OUTREACH CALENDAR
“What should I talk about and when?”
As you engage with your friends, neighbors, and community members, it’s important that you point them toward the behaviors that
will have the greatest positive impact given the seasonal conditions. This outreach calendar can help you determine which stormwater
management practices are the most important to address in each month of the year. You can also use the separate Seasonal Social
Media Posts guide for ready-made content you can share online on Facebook, Nextdoor, or other platforms used by your community.
MONTH

ACTION(S)

IMPACT

JANUARY

Learn about rain gardens

Help more rain soak into soil; reduce runoff

FEBRUARY

Choose native plants for your landscape

Help more rain soak into soil; reduce runoff

MARCH

Order your native plants, or support a local project

Help more rain soak into soil; support native pollinators

APRIL

Redirect your downspouts

Help more rain soak into soil; reduce runoff

MAY

Plant native plants

Help more rain soak into soil; support native pollinators

JUNE

Set up a rain barrel

Help more rain soak into soil; reduce runoff

JULY

Engage in healthier mowing habits

Help more rain soak into soil; grow a healthy lawn

AUGUST

Get smart about fertilizer

Reduce nutrient pollution in our lakes; protect lake health

SEPTEMBER

Recycle leaves the right way

Reduce nutrient pollution in our lakes; protect lake health

OCTOBER

Remove leaves from the street gutter

Reduce nutrient pollution in our lakes; protect lake health

NOVEMBER

Compost leftover yard waste in your own backyard

Reduce nutrient pollution in our lakes; protect lake health

DECEMBER

Get involved in local watershed initiatives

Make a difference for our community and lakes

Bookmark the full Stormwater Outreach Toolkit online for easy access:
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/get-involved/community-projects/water-action-to-encourage-responsibility/outreach-toolkit/

WINTER Focus on learning about watershed management efforts
DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

ACTION

ACTION

ACTION

Get involved in local
watershed initiatives

Learn about rain gardens

Choose native plants
for your landscape

Encourage community members to get
involved with local watershed groups
like the Friends of Lake Wingra (FoLW).
They can attend a training for a citizen
monitoring project, donate, sign up for
a newsletter, or just visit the website to
learn more about the watershed.

Learning about rain gardens and native
plants is a great break from shoveling
snow, so help connect community
members to resources and learning
opportunities.

Native plants have deep roots that help
soak up stormwater and can reduce
flooding in our area, so they make the
best rain gardens. Encourage community
members to spend some time this winter
planning how they can make native plants
a part of their landscape this year—even
a small corner can help.

• Sharing information about local

watershed goals might help give your
friends or neighbors that extra push to
get involved in stormwater efforts:
» Friends of Lake Wingra website:

https://www.lakewingra.org/
» Watershed goals:

https://www.lakewingra.org/goals
» Watershed Management Plan:

https://www.lakewingra.org/projects/
wingra-watershed-management-plan
SHARE

Share the December post to help
community members think about
getting involved!
IMPACT

Make a difference for our
community and lakes

• Share the Rain Garden Manual from

Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources (WDNR): https://dnr.
wi.gov/topic/Stormwater/documents/
RainGardenManual.pdf
• The City of Madison has a goal

of reaching 1,000 rain gardens
throughout the city. The current
number is 624, so encourage your
community to join in. Read more on the
City of Madison’s website:
https://www.cityofmadison.com/
engineering/stormwater/programsinitiatives/rain-gardens/1000-raingarden-goal

• Find more information and

resources on the WDNR website:
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/
endangeredresources/nativeplants.html
SHARE

Share the February post this month to
get the word out about the benefits of
native plants.
IMPACT

Help more rain soak into soil;
reduce runoff

SHARE

Share the January post to help
community members learn more
about rain gardens and start thinking
about spring.
IMPACT

Help more rain soak into soil;
reduce runoff
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SPRING Focus on helping heavy rains soak into the soil
MARCH

APRIL

MAY

ACTION

ACTION

ACTION

Order your native plants,
or support a local project

Redirect your downspouts

Plant native plants

Help community members get prepared
for planting season by sharing resources
with them.

Encourage community members to
redirect their downspouts to flow into
a vegetated area with healthy soil. This
will help increase the amount of rain that
soaks into the soil instead of flowing over
the pavement and into the storm drain.

Encourage community members to plant
native plants. Even if they don’t have
the resources for a large-scale garden,
converting even just a small corner of
their yard or property can be a good
place to start.

• Share with them that flexible

• Resources on building a garden can

• Plants can be pre-ordered from the

Friends of the Arboretum Native Plant
Sale or the county’s Plant Dane native
plant sale. Deadlines to order plants
are usually in mid-March, and plants
will be ready for pickup in May.
» Friends of the Arboretum website:

https://foamadison.org/
» Plant Dane program website:

https://www.ripple-effects.com/
plantDane
• Community members who already

have a full yard can help fund
the purchase of native plants for
community/school projects by visiting
the “Donate Plants” tab on Plant
Dane’s website.
SHARE

Share the March post early in the
month so that people have plenty of
time to get their native plant orders in
before deadlines later in the month.
IMPACT

Help more rain soak into soil;
support native pollinators

downspout extensions are available at
most local hardware stores to direct
roof water away from the foundation.
Many cost under $10.
• Unlike in some other cities, the storm

drains in Madison’s streets carry runoff
directly into our lakes and rivers rather
than through the local water treatment
plant. Encourage community members
to “keep it clean” to protect lake health
by reducing the amount of runoff
flowing onto the street and into storm
drains.

be found through the Ripple Effects
website: https://ripple-effects.com/
rainGardens
SHARE

Share the May post early in the
month to encourage your friends and
neighbors to get out and get their hands
in the dirt!
IMPACT

Help more rain soak into soil;
support native pollinators

SHARE

Help spread the word about this simple
fix by sharing the April post early in the
month.
IMPACT

Help more rain soak into soil;
reduce runoff
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SUMMER Focus on creating healthy yards so we can enjoy healthy lakes
JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

ACTION

ACTION

ACTION

Set up a rain barrel

Engage in healthier
mowing habits

Get smart about fertilizer

Setting up a rain barrel is another way
that community members can reduce
downspout runoff while also preserving
water to repurpose for watering gardens
and other outdoor uses.

As your friends and neighbors gear up for
a summer full of yard care, share these
simple changes they can make to help
improve lawn and lake health.

There are a variety of practices that you
can consider addressing with community
members concerning fertilizer use.
• Getting the soil tested before applying

• Adjust mower blade height to at least
• Ripple Effects has a great rain barrel

guide to help you get started: https://
ripple-effects.com/rainBarrels
SHARE

Share the June post to help encourage
your friends and neighbors to try it out!
IMPACT

Help more rain soak into soil;
reduce runoff

2.5 inches high to keep lawns nice and
long. Longer grass means more rain can
enter the ground, which means less
runoff into our lakes.
• Remind community members to mow

frequently and keep their blades
sharp. This will enable them to leave
grass clippings on their lawn instead
of having to bag them when they mow,
which will help build healthier soil that
can soak up more rain.
• Learn more about healthy lawns and

the benefits of grass clippings: https://
ripple-effects.com/yardAndGarden#lawn

fertilizer helps ensure lawns only get
the nutrients they need.
• If people do decide to use fertilizer,

they should make sure to use one that
is slow-releasing and phosphorusfree. Phosphorus lawn fertilizers are
illegal to use in Dane County. Too much
nitrogen runoff from our lawns can also
harm our lakes and wetlands.
• Closely following the instructions on

the fertilizer label makes sure fertilizer
is applied safely and efficiently at the
correct time of year and in the correct
weather conditions. (Fall is usually the
best time to apply.)
• These are just a few things to consider.

SHARE

To spread the word about adjusting the
height of mower blades, share the July
post early in the month.

Find more detailed information on the
Ripple Effects website: https://rippleeffects.com/yardAndGarden2

IMPACT

SHARE

Help more rain soak into soil;
grow a healthy lawn

To spread the word about the
consequences of improper fertilizer
use, share the August post.
IMPACT

Reduce nutrient pollution in
our lakes; protect lake health
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FALL Focus on keeping our streets leaf-free and waters clear
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

ACTION

ACTION

ACTION

Recycle leaves the right way

Remove leaves from the street
gutter

Compost leftover yard waste
in your own backyard

Encourage community members to mulch
leaves onto their lawn. Leaves provide
nutrients, and mulching keeps them out
of streets and storm drains that flow into
our lakes.

Help prepare your friends and neighbors
for the fall season by reminding them
early about the importance of removing
leaves from the street gutters in front
of their homes before significant rain
events. This action will also prevent
leaves from clogging storm drains and
flooding the street.

Composting is another great way to
repurpose leaves and other yard waste
once municipal collections have stopped.

• Share infomation from the City

of Madison about the benefits
of mulching leaves: https://www.
cityofmadison.com/streets/
LeaveTheLeaf/lawn.cfm
• Share how to mulch leaves: https://

www.popularmechanics.com/
home/lawn-garden/how-to/a8400/
how-to-mulch-leaves-with-a-lawnmower-14786873/
• If they can’t mulch or compost,

encourage neighbors to follow City of
Madison guidelines for leaf disposal:
https://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/
yardWaste/leaf/
SHARE

• Find more information and resources:

https://ripple-effects.com/Leaf-freeStreets
SHARE

Encourage community members to
sign up for the Leaf-Free Streets alert
program on the Ripple Effects website.
Text alerts are sent in October and
November, so make sure to share
the October post early in the month.
IMPACT

Reduce nutrient pollution in
our lakes; protect lake health

• Share these composting resources:
» A guide to backyard composting

from the WDNR: https://dnr.
wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/
compost.html
» And another guide from the City of

Madison: https://www.cityofmadison.
com/streets/compost/howto.cfm
SHARE

Share the November post early in the
month to remind community members
of this option for dealing with yard waste.
IMPACT

Reduce nutrient pollution in
our lakes; protect lake health

Help get your friends and neighbors
thinking about leaf recycling by sharing
the September post.
IMPACT

Reduce nutrient pollution in
our lakes; protect lake health
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Sid Balachandran on Unsplash.com

This publication was developed under Assistance Agreement No. NE-00E02841 awarded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. It has not
been formally reviewed by EPA. The views expressed in this document are solely those of the University of Wisconsin and EPA does not endorse
any products or commercial services mentioned in this publication.
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